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Code's Intention

 the purpose of government intervention in the use and 
development of land is "to guide developers 
collectively to make the best use of national 
resources in the interests of the community as a 
whole".

 planning permission for development proposals which 
accord with the planned urban development

 permission to building construction proposals which 
conform with standards of building quality control  



REFERENCES

 Town and Country Planning Act - 1976  (Malaysia)

 Urban and Rural Planning Law - 2007 (China)

 Urban Planning Law - 2009 (Vietnam)

 Planning Act - 1990(Singapore)

 Yangon City Development Committee Law - 1990

 Rangoon Development Trust Act -1920

 Malaysia Building By-Laws

 National Building Code of India - 2005

 International Building Code (US) - 2006

 Philippines Building Code

 Uniform Building Code (US) - 1997

 Nepal Building Code



COMPARISON of selected codes

ADMINISTRATION

IBC National Building Code of India Proposed Version

SECTION 1. GENERAL SECTION 1. GENERAL SECTION 1. GENERAL

GENERAL Scope 1. Title and Scope

Title Terminolgy 2. Terminology

Scope Applicability of the Code 3. Applicability of the Code

Interpretation 4. Interpretation

Alternative material, Method of   Design in 
Construction and Test

5. Building Grades/ Types of Building

SECTION 2. ORGANIZATION AND 
ENFORCEMENT

SECTION 2. ORGANIZATION AND 
ENFORCEMENT

SECTION 2. ORGANIZATION AND 
ENFORCEMENT

Department of Building Safety Department of Buildings 1. Development Planning and 
Building Authority

Duties and Powers of Building 
Official

Power and Duties of the team of Building 
officials

2. Power and Duties of the Official

Board of Appeals Board of Appeals 3. Authority for Appealing

Violation and Penalty 4. Violation and Penalties

Power to make rules 5. Submission and Approval

6. Application for Development Planning

7. Responsibilities of Owners/ Applicants

8. Responsibilities of the Qualified Persons

9. Fees

10. Miscellaneous



IBC National Building Code of India Proposed Version

SECTION 3. 
PERMITS AND INSPECTION

SECTION 3. 
PERMITS AND INSPECTION

SECTION 3. 
PERMITS AND INSPECTION

Permit Development/Building permits 1. Development/Building permits

Construction Documents Application for Development/Building permits 2. Construction Documents

Temporary Structures and Uses Responsibility and Duties of the owner 3. Fees

Fees Inspection, occupancy permit and post occupancy 
inspection

4. Inspection

Inspection Unsafe Building 5. Service Utilities

Certificate of Occupancy Demolition of the building 6. Violation

Service Utilities Validity 7. Stop Work Order

Architectural control 8. Unsafe Building

Stop Work Order 9. Validity

Unsafe Structure and Equipment 10. Architectural control

COMPARISON of selected codes (contd.)



CONTENTS - Chapter 1

GENERAL
ORGANIZATION AND ENFORCEMENT
 Development Planning and Building Authority 
 Power and Duties of the Officials 
 Appealing Authority 
 Violation and Penalties
 Stop Work Order
 Miscellaneous

PERMIT AND INSPECTION
 Development Planning Permit
 Building Permit
 Inspections
 Service Utilities
 Unsafe Building

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL GUIDELINES



LEGAL FRAMEWORK - existing

 Lower Burma Town and Village Lands Acts (1898)

 Upper Burma Land and Revenue Regulation (1889)

 Municipal Act (1898)

 The Government Building Act (1899)

 Rangoon Development Trust Act (1920)

 The City of Rangoon Municipal Act (1922)

 National Housing Town and Country Development Board Act (1951)

 Yangon City Development Committee Law (1990)

 The City of Mandalay Development Committee Law (2002)

 Naypyitaw Council Development Law (2007)

 Development Committee Law (1993)

 Environmental Protection Law (2012)



LEGAL FRAMEWORK - to be promulgated

 Myanmar Engineer Council Law

 Myanmar Architect Council Law

 Condominium Law

 Urban & Regional Planning and Development Law - Draft

 Building and Construction Industry Development Law - Draft

 Land Administration Law (umbrella law) to be promulgated

 Heritage Law (related to urban conservation) to be promulgated

 Liability law (related to building quality) to be promulgated

 Etc.



PLANNING AND BUILDING AUTHORITY - Officials 

 Organizational status & back-bone law 

 National Level – to be promulgated (advisory role @ current situation) 

 Local Level – City Development Committee Laws

 Who are officials?

 YCDC, MCDC, NDC, other CDCs

 capacity building, technical assistance from the professional institutions

 Role/Power and Responsibilities of Officials

 Application and Permit Issuance

 Building Notices and Orders

 Right of Entry

 Inspection

 Construction Not According to Plan

 Modification

 Occupancy Violation

 Liability



17 Chapters and 59 sections in URPD Law (draft)

1.Title and Definition

2.Objectives

3.Frameworks of Development Plan

4.Formation of Central Committee, its Functions and Duties

5.Formation of Regional Committee, its Functions and Duties

6.Functions and Duties of the Ministry

7.Classifying the Cities or Towns and Types of Development Plan

8.Formulating, Analyzing and Approving Development Plans

9.Review and Modification the Development Plans

10.Zoning and Changing Land use

11.Budget Resources

12.Receiving Development Permit and Implementation

13.Taking Action by management method

14.Appealing

15.Prohibitions

16.Offences and Penalties

17.Miscellaneous

Urban and Regional Planning & Development Law 
(draft)



Building and Construction Industry Development Law 
(Draft)



Yangon City Development Committee Law (2018)



MNBC - PERMIT  for DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

 Zoning and Land Use Requirements
 Urban Design & Characters
 Conservation Zones
 Environmental Control
 Application for Planning Permission

 Work Exempt
 Submission Requirements 
 Fees (Processing fees and Development Charge)
 Decision for Approval/Revision 
 Suspension and Revocation
 Responsibilities and Duties of the Owners/Developers
 Responsibilities and Duties of the Qualified Persons
 Validity of Permit
 Expiration



MNBC - PERMIT for BUILDING

 Building Quality Control

 Human Safety and Convenience

 Application for Building Permission

 Works exempt

 Submission Requirements

 Fees

 Decision for Approval and Revision

 Suspension and Revocation

 Responsibility and Duties of Owners/ Developers

 Responsibility and Duties of Qualified Persons

 Validity of Permit

 Expiration

 Building Demolition

 Repair and Maintenance



URDP Law Framework and Linkages with MNBC 

Rules & 
Regulations

Operational 
Guideline

Notifications & Orders

Technical Manual

Capacity 
Development

Law
National
Urban System Plan

Region/State
Urban System Plan

City/Town
Conceptual Plan

Master Plan & Detail 
Plan in Urban Area

Target Plan
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Source: MUSP ,  MLIT team 

DUHD/ 

CDC Plans

Future

Target Plan

Linked with 

MNBC



Zoning Regulation, Development Control and 

Building Regulation  (YCDC, MCDC, NDC, CDCs…)

Class  
A

(3 )

Class B
(50)

Clas C, D & E
(350)

(Urban Area 
boundary)

Area Classification
(Promotion & 
Control)

Zoning(main 
zones)
conceptual plan

Zoning(detail 
zones)

(Building Use 

Minimum 
Prohibition)

(Building Use 
Matrix

(FAR, BCR)

Building Height



MNBC - Documentation for Development Proposal Report

 The development concept and justification;

 A location map and a site plan;

 Particulars of land ownership and restrictions, if any;

 Which may be affected by the development

A description of the land including its physical environment, topography, 

landscape, geology, contours, drainage, water bodies and catchments and 

natural features thereon; A survey of the trees and all forms of vegetation; and 

Particulars of the buildings

 A land use analysis and its effect on the adjoining land;

 Layout plans, the details of which are specified;

 Such other matters as may be prescribed by the local planning authority





Submission Requirements for High-Rise Building



Union Level Laws to be

Promulgated (previously 

mentioned)

Local Level Laws 

(already established) 

such as CDC Laws

Professional 

Institutions in these 

fields

Myanmar 

National 

Building Code

Union Level Ministries dealing 

with urban planning and building 

construction activities 

YCDC, MCDC, NDC, other 

CDCs

Enforcement of MNBC 



Guidelines from Ministry of Construction



Guidelines from Ministry of Construction



62’ ~ 78’ Area

< AMS 190’ Area

Building Height Allowed

Shwe Dagon Pagoda 

Conservation Zone 1

62’ ~ 78’ Area

Shwe Dagon Pagoda 

Conservation Zone 2

<AMS 190’ Area



Yangon Zoning Regulation (Draft)

Zoning Classification







ENFORCEMENT

 Promulgation/ Amendment of Laws and Regulations @ the Union 
Level

 Union Level Authorities under these Laws (Urban Planning/ Building 
Quality Control)

 City Development Committee Laws are in place already

 Local Level Authorities (CDCs) can perform Development Control 
Procedures & Building Quality Control

 Technical Assistance from Professional Institutions

 Operational Guidelines/ Technical Manuals/ Instructions to be 
prepared by Professional Institutions



 Laws and regulations (to be promulgated / amended)

 Authority (capacity development)

 Legal binding procedures

 Media coverage

 Stakeholders' seminars

 etc.

What are the next steps? 
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